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Emmanuel Community School

Weekly School News
I have noticed a much calmer
start to the school day now
that we are ringing the bell for
line up at 8:50am. It means
that learning is even more
purposeful, as children start
the day without rushing.
Thank you so much for your
help with this.
We continue to drive home

DATES TO
REMEMBER

End of term
December 5th "The
Christmas Wish List"
children to attend
Christmas play.

We continue to drive home
messages to children about
punctuality and attendance. Please keep helping us
with this too. As I write, we have an amazing 75
children with 100% attendance, who have not missed
a single day since the start of term. That equates to
39.27% of our pupil body. Our overall attendance, for
the whole school since September to today, is
96.26%. I am delighted that we have seen great
improvement in this percentage figure over the
years. Once again – thank you. Sadly, we also have
18 children who are categorised, against the national
definition, as PERSISTENT ABSENT for this term to
date. That means their attendance is less than
90%. The truth is, is that 90% attendance is very low
and will mean that a child is missing over a whole
week’s worth of learning since the beginning of term.
So below 90% is disastrous. Our lowest pupil
attendance figure is 73.15%. Having attendance at
this level means a child misses over 10 weeks of
education over the course of one academic year.
There is no way that a child can excel in school
unless they are in school. That is why low
attendance is a sad and disturbing thing. Let’s keep
working together as a community in aiming for 0%
persistent absence and more and more pupils with
100% attendance. Thanks for all you do to get your
children to school and on time. It makes a
difference.
It has been exciting to see the Christmas tree go up
in the hall this week and to end the week with our
wonderful PTFA Christmas Bazaar. We are all
beginning to feel quite festive! Children have
thoroughly enjoyed our celebration of Christ –
Christmas art week and we are having a great time
learning Christmas songs and singing our hearts out.
Indeed, older school choir members have a chance to
sing at the Walthamstow Assembly Hall in December,
with children from a host of other schools, at a special
event linked with Waltham Forest Music Service. I
remember singing in events like this myself at the
Assembly Hall as a child attending primary school in

December 10th years 1-4
St Mary Church visit
December 20th
Reception classroom
Christmas Carols
End of Term 21st
December
Children return to school
8th January 2019

Attendance Award
KS1
Rec
97.46%
KS2
Year 5
97.18%

Psalm 118:2
This is the day that the
Lord has made; Let us
rejoice and be glad in it.

Quote for the week
The world is like a mirror,
you see? smile, and your
friends smile back.
Golden Rule for the week
Be polite and respectful to
all adults and children.

Assembly Hall as a child attending primary school in
Waltham Forest, so I can’t wait. I think the children
will love it and so will I!
We rehearsed our lockdown procedure earlier this
week. It is a procedure we hope and pray that we will
never have to use in reality, but it is important that all
schools have these procedures in place. It is also
important that we practise, so that we know what we
are doing in the unlikely event that we have to use the
procedure for real. The staff and children did an
absolutely fantastic job, I must say.

all adults and children.
Musician for the week
Ludvig Van Bethoven Moonlight Sonata 3rd
Edition
Artist of the week
George Seurat - Bathers at
Asnieres

I hope you have a good weekend. See you at
8:50am on Monday.
Regards,
Peter Lewis

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Thanks to everyone who came and made the
Christmas Bazaar such a great success. Below are
some photos of the event.

Don't Miss out!
Keep up to date with
fundraising news, PTFA
events, opportunities to
volunteer, have your say,
AGM, new competition
information, ticket sales
and so much more on the
Emmanuel Community
School PTFA Walthamstow. Facebook
page.

Please label
all clothes - Its cold
outside
Just a reminder to all
parents: As the countdown
to Christmas begins and
the days get colder, please
ensure your child brings a
warm coat to
school. Remember to label
all uniform clothing,

all uniform clothing,
especially coats, gloves
and scarves. This includes
all sports clothing, spare
clothing and plimsolls. If
you lose an item of
clothing, please check with
your class teacher. If
needed, please leave a
note with the description of
the item at the school
office. Ms Joseph

POLITE NOTICE:
Parents / Carers are reminded that at ECS, staff,
parents and children are entitled to a safe and
protective environment in which to learn and work.
ECS expects that all members of the school
community treat each other with respect and that all
members of the ECS adult community set a good
example to children at all times, showing them how to
get along with all members of the school and the
wider community. Threatening behaviour, abusive or
insulting language verbal or written, to staff,
governors, parents and carers, children and other
users of the school premises will not be tolerated. For
further details please leave a note in the school office
for Mrs Jackson.

SAFEGUARDING
We recognise that occasionally parents/carers may
need to make different arrangements for collecting
your child. In the interests of health and safety,
parents, carers must contact the school office and
always let them know if someone else is taking your
child home. Please update the school office regarding
permission, before 2 pm. The school is unable to
release your child to another person, without the
parents/carers permission.

Parents are advised there is an
updated Safeguarding Policy on the school website at
the following link:
http://www.emmanuelcommunityschool.co.uk/policies/
Ms Joseph

If you would like to bring
in your Christmas cards
for class friends and
teachers, the Christmas
Class postboxes
deliveries will start
Monday December the
3rd. Please give the cards
to your child to put in their
red class postboxes, please label your cards with the
recipient child's name and year. Christmas cards will
be delivered to children in class by school council
representatives

RECEPTION CLASS
"I liked making stars,
because it was fun and it
feels like Christmas now. I
think I like putting on the
pom pom's the best"

" The best bit was the
glitter! I love glitter and we
were singing Christmas
songs too. It was really
nice. Our stars looked
very sparkly"

very sparkly"

YEAR 2 CLASS
...."I really liked taking part
and making origami 3D
Stars, It was exciting and
really really good fun. We
got to work with the parent
helpers too"

YEAR 3
"I liked working in a team on
my table making stars. My best
bit was shiny colours and I'm
really happy my decoration is
going to be displayed in the
hall"

"I thought the stars were really complicated but then I
think when we finished it was so beautiful and we
really learned a lot. I hope that everyone comes to
see our Christmas decorations because they look
great"

YEAR 5
"I have never been to
sewing club before, so I
learned how to thread a
needle and sew. It was
really exciting and I think
they looked really good. It
was my first time making

was my first time making
something like this and I
liked it.

Please ensure your school dinner money balance is
kept up to date and all money is put in an envelope
with the name, date and total. All dinner money must
be given to the office by Monday mornings. Please
check and update Parent pay accounts each week.
The Christmas dinner will be on December 20th, if
your child has a packed lunch and would like to enjoy
a school dinner on this date, please let the school
office know by December 7th. Please check book
bags for further information regarding parent pay.

My name is Sarah I am mother
to Caleb in year 2 and Boaz in
reception and I joined the
Governing Body of ECS as
Parent Representative in
summer 2017. I have one other
young child and work part time as a government
lawyer and I attend an evangelical church in
Wanstead.
The key focus of the role of a Parent Representative
is to promote parent participation in the activities of
the school board and to speak up for parents in that
context. Whilst the first port of call for all parents
ought to be the relevant member of staff, I am keen to

ought to be the relevant member of staff, I am keen to
be an accessible resource to all ECS parents when
there is information to be disseminated or when there
is a need to resolve issues of concern - please
contact me via the school office.

Tell a friend to sign up to the

Newsletter by emailing
admin@emmanuelcommunityschool.co.uk
from the email they want the Newsletter to be sent
to and with NEWSLETTER SIGN UP in the subject
line.
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Remember to Like the PTFA Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/ECSPTAW/
It has lots of interesting updates about upcoming events and local free activities in the community.
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