


Children are taught to read by breaking down words 
into separate sounds or ‘phonemes’. They are then 
taught how to blend these sounds together to read 
the whole word.  



The aim of the check is to ensure that all 
children are able to use their knowledge of 
sounds to read words.   

This will ensure that we have a 
clear understanding of what the 
children need to learn next.  



• Children will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend 
the sounds together eg d-o-g - dog 

• The focus of the check is to see which sounds the 
children know and therefore the children will be asked 
to read made up ‘nonsense’  words, as well as real words. 





It is easy to misread made 
up words!  Sound them out 

carefully and then blend the 
sounds to make the word is 

our advice! 





It has to be flower, not 
ferlower! 

Watch out for the curly k! 

Break two syllable words up: 
pump  kin…pumpkin 



• The screening will take place throughout 
the week beginning Monday 15th June.   

• The check has been designed 
so that children of all 

attainment levels will be able 
to take part.  



• The children will complete the check one at 
a time in a quiet area of the school.  

• The screening will only take  

5-10mins with each child. 



Encourage your child to ‘sound out’ when reading or writing, focusing 
particularly on spotting more unusual sound patterns. 

Digraph- 2 letters making one sound 

cow  

Trigraphs- 3 letters making one sound 

night 

Split digraphs- 2 vowels with a consonant in 
between, eg. spine   i_e   



Children can practise their phonics by playing games 
online. 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/  



Please continue to read with your child each night 
and encourage them to: 

• Sound out 

• Re-read to check it makes sense 

• Use pictures for clues 

• Ask questions about the book 



Google Oxford Owl Phonics 
Check 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/home/reading-
owlexpert-help/the-year-1-phonics-screening-

check 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/home/reading-owlexpert-help/the-year-1-phonics-screening-check


What might help you? 

How to pronounce sounds purely:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5J2Ddf_0Om8&safe=active 



What might help you? 

Training video for teachers: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPJ_ZEBh1Bk&safe=active 




