
What to do today 
 

 
 
 
1. It’s reading time! 
Read and enjoy the story of Angry Cat.   
o Who do you feel more sorry for in the story – Cat, or her animal 

friends? Why do you feel more sorry for your choice? 
 
2. Extending sentences 
With a grown-up, carefully read the information on Cat’s Clauses and 
Conjunctions and then read each of Cat’s Sentences.  

o Highlight the conjunctions in the sentences in one colour and the 
added clauses in another colour. 

When you have finished, share the Answers with your grown-up and talk 
about any you didn’t get!  
 
3. Let’s get ready for writing 
You are going to add conjunctions and clauses of your own to sentences. 
o Begin by adding a new clause to each of Dog’s Sentences. 
o Now add a conjunction and a new clause to Frog’s Sentences. 
o Finish by writing some 2-clause sentences of your own about Angry 

Cat and her animal friends using conjunctions. For an extra challenge, 
see if you can place your conjunction at the start of some of your 
sentences. 

 
Now try these Fun-Time Extras 
• On What Makes Me Angry, list all the things that can sometimes get 

you a bit cross. 
• Do a drawing of you helping an angry friend calm down. Explain in 

sentences what you are doing in the drawing to cheer your friend up. 
  

IMPORTANT! Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy with 
what they have to do and with any weblinks or use of the Internet required. 

 



Cat’s Clauses and Conjunctions 
 

 
 

A sentence is a group of words that makes sense on its own.  
 

Cat was angry. 
Squirrel laughed loudly. 

The animals were all a bit scared of Cat. 
 

A sentence has an active verb (an action or a state of being) and a subject (the 
person or thing doing or being the verb.) 

 

Cat was angry. 
Squirrel laughed loudly. 

The animals were all a bit scared of Cat. 
 
We can extend sentences by joining another clause to the original sentence with 

a conjunction. 
 

Cat was angry because Dog had eaten her food. 
 

Clauses also have an active verb (had eaten) but they don’t really make complete 
sense on their own in the way that the original sentence did. 

 
There are lots of conjunctions but the ones we are looking at today are: 

 

because           when          if 

 
Conjunctions can go at the start of a sentence. They are doing the same job of 

linking the original sentence and the new clause but the order is different. 
 

Because Dog had eaten her food, Cat was angry. 
 
 



Cat’s Sentences 
 

 
 
 

because           when          if 

 
Highlight the conjunctions in the sentences in one colour and the clauses 
that have been added in another colour. 
 
Remember – the conjunction might be at the start of the sentence! 

 
 

  
Cat did not like getting wet because it made her cold. 

Crow flapped her wings when Dog barked. 

Frog jumped out of the pond when Cat walked past. 

Squirrel threw nuts at Cat if she sat under the tree. 

Dog lay down in his bed when he was sleepy. 

If Rat drank the milk, Cat got very cross. 

Because it was a hot day, all the animals slept in the shade. 

Cat and Dog cuddled up because they were friends really. 



Dog’s Sentences... 
 

 
 

Dog was sad because _____________________________________________________ 
 
Frog dived into the pond when _____________________________________________ 
 
Squirrel ate a huge stack of nuts if ___________________________________________ 
 
Because Rat came into the room, ___________________________________________ 
 

 
... and Frog’s Sentences 

 

 
 

because           when          if 
 

Crow flew high in the sky __________________________________________________ 
 

The animals played in the garden ___________________________________________ 
 
Dog’s bed was comfy _____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________ it was a really cold day, ______________________________________ 
 
______________ Cat’s bowl was empty, _____________________________________ 
 
 
 



What Makes Me Angry 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



My own sentences with conjunctions 
 
 

because           when          if 
 



Cat’s Sentences - Answers 
 

 
 
 

because           when          if 

 
Highlight the conjunctions in the sentences in one colour and the clauses 
that have been added in another colour. 
 
Remember – the conjunction might be at the start of the sentence! 

 
 

 
Cat did not like getting wet because it made her cold. 

Crow flapped her wings when Dog barked. 

Frog jumped out of the pond when Cat walked past. 

Squirrel threw nuts at Cat if she sat under the tree. 

Dog lay down in his bed when he was sleepy. 

If Rat drank the milk, Cat got very cross. 

Because it was a hot day, all the animals slept in the shade. 

Cat and Dog cuddled up because they were friends really. 



What to do today 
 

 
 
 
 
1. It’s reading time! 
Read/re-read the story of Angry Cat and then read the Page from Rat’s Diary. 
o Can you spot the conjunctions that Rat has included in his writing? 
o Watch out – some are at the start of his sentences. 

 
2. All about diaries 
Carefully read through Rat’s Diary Features Checklist to learn all about the 
language and layout features of diaries. 
o Compare the Page from Rat’s Diary against the Checklist. Is there 

anything on the list that Rat did not use or do? (no day/date.) 
 
3. Let’s get ready for writing  
On pieces of Diary Page Paper, you are going to write Angry Cat’s diary entry, 
recounting the very angry-making day she had! 
o As you write, refer to the Checklist to make sure you have used all the 

features mentioned. When you have finished, tick off each one you have 
used. 

o Can you use the conjunctions because, when and if in your diary writing? 
Can you use at least one conjunction at the start of a sentence? (When 
Dog came in, I felt very angry indeed.) 

  
Now try these Fun-Time Extras 
• Use a book of your own or more sheets of Diary Page Paper to keep your 

own diary for a few days. How many days can you keep it going for? 
• Write a diary entry as if written by your one of your teddies, dolls or toys 

 
  

IMPORTANT! Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are 
happy with what they have to do and with any weblinks or use of the Internet required. 

 



A Page from Rat’s Diary 
 

 
 
 

Dear Diary, 
 
What a day it has been! I felt very hungry when I 
woke up. I knew Cat’s milk would be waiting for 
me if I was lucky, so I set off to have a cheeky 
gulp. I was just sniffing at the bowl when I saw a 
flash of blue. I knew it was Cat because I heard 
her growl and hiss. I was so scared because she 
has very sharp claws, especially when she is 
angry. Which is all the time. I ran back to my 
burrow as fast as I could. I had just lain down in 
the straw when Cat’s snarling face appeared at 
the door. Luckily, she pushed off pretty quickly. It 
took me all day to recover. I won't be doing that 
again tomorrow because it is too scary! 
 

 
 

because           when          if          
 

 
  



Rat’s Diary Features Checklist 
 

 
 

 
Writing or Layout Feature 
 

 

Written in the first person (I woke up 
very early, I ate a huge breakfast) 

 

Written in the past tense, talking about 
things that have already happened       
(I went to school this morning, I 
worked really hard today.) 

 

Recount events in order (I walked 
home and then I watched some TV. 
Later I played a game.) 

 

Sometimes begin with the line Dear 
Diary, as if it is being written to an 
actual person 

 

Sometimes have the date at the top of 
the page. 

 

 
 
  



Diary Page Paper 

 



What to do today 
 

 
 
 
 
1. It’s story time! 
Listen to award-winning storyteller Wilf Merttens read the traditional 
Russian folk story, Baba Yaga and the Black Geese at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvbL4W52bJM&t=831s. 
 (Parent advisory: the story is about 20 minutes long.) 
 
2. Comprehension 
Read each of the Questions about Baba Yaga and the Black Geese and write 
down your answers in the spaces provided.  
o Ask if you can watch part of the story again if you need to check 

something. 
o Remember to check all of your answers to be sure that you have 

actually written down what you wanted to 
 

3. Retelling a story 
You are going to retell the story of Baba Yaga and the Black Geese as if you 
were the storyteller in the video! 
o Read the Story Telling Hints to help you get ready for your retelling. 
o Use the Story Map to help you remember all the different parts of the 

story and the order they go in. 
 
Now try these Fun-Time Extras 
• Retell the story for an audience. 
• Get Mum or Dad to film you retelling the story so that you could let 

other people in your family see it later. 
 

 

IMPORTANT! Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are 
happy with what they have to do and with any weblinks or use of the Internet required. 

 



 
Questions about Baba Yaga and the Black Geese 

 

 
 
 

1. What sort of toys were Sergei and Olga playing with when Baba Yaga’s 
black geese appeared? 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. Draws lines to show which animal gave Olga which gift on her journey to 
look for Sergei. 

 
squirrel fish scale 
water rat nut 
fish sheaf of wheat 

 
3. After she has received all her magic gifts, Olga goes into the forest. What 
is it like in the forest? 
 
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 
4. True or False? Baba Yaga’s house in the forest has legs it can walk around 
on. 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



 
5. Name some of the traps that Baba Yaga has in her house: 
 
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 
5. There is something a bit funny about how Baba Yaga sleeps. What is that? 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
6. Whereabouts in the house was Sergei being kept by Baba Yaga? 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
7. Olga uses her magic gifts to help them get away from Baba Yaga. What 
does each gift make happen? The first one has been done for you. 
 

nut make nets to trap the geese 
 

sheaf of wheat  
 

fish scale  
 

 
8. What sort of things did they find inside Baba Yaga once she had been 
exploded by Sergei’s helicopter toy? 
 
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 



 
Story Telling Hints 

 

 
 

 
When you tell a story to an audience, you should: 

 
• Use a performance voice, which is a bit louder than 

your usual talking voice, so the audience can hear 
you.  

 
• Use a different voice for different characters, so 

that people can tell when a new person is speaking n 
your story.  

 
• Change the tone of your voice depending on what is 

happening in the story. Make your voice gentle and 
slow for quiet moments in the story; make it urgent 
and quick for scary or exciting bits. 

 
• Speak clearly, so that what you say doesn’t confuse 

people. 
 

• Look at the faces of the audience and into their 
eyes, so that everyone will be interested in you!  

 
• If you get a bit lost, DON’T PANIC! Just pause and 

remember what happens next so that you can carry 
on. 

 



 
Story Map 

 

 



What to do today 
 

 
 
 
 
1. It’s story time! 
If necessary, watch Wilf Merttens read Baba Yaga and the Black Geese 
again at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvbL4W52bJM&t=831s. Then 
ask a grown up or an older brother or sister to read you a text version 
of Baba Yaga and the Black Geese. 
 
2. Compare two different versions of the same story 
Think about what things are the same in the oral version and the story and 
what things are different. 
o Complete the Comparison Chart. 
o Think of 4 things that are the same in both stories 
o Think of 4 things that are different between the stories 

 
3. Let’s get ready for writing  
You will write about either Olga or Sergei or scary old Baba Yaga herself!  
o On your Character Profile page, write the name of the character you 

are going to write about. 
o Do a drawing of what you think Olga, Sergei or Baba Yaga looks like. 
o Use full sentences to describe what your character is like. 
o See if you can use the conjunctions because, when and if in your 

sentences. 
 

Now try these Fun-Time Extras 
• On Witchy Tales, make a list of all the stories with witches in them 

that you know. Ask anyone at home if they know more witchy stories. 
Re-read any witch stories that you have in your house. 
 

IMPORTANT! Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are 
happy with what they have to do and with any weblinks or use of the Internet required. 

 



Label the drawing of Baba Yaga's House using expanded noun phrases to 
describe its different parts (long bony chicken legs; step sloping roof, etc. 

 
Baba Yaga’s House 

 

 
Baba Yaga and the Black Geese 

 
A long time ago in a far-away land, there lived two children who went by the names of Olga and 

Sergei. On this particular day, Olga and Sergei were playing outside, climbing the trees and playing 

hide and seek when, all of a sudden, they heard the bellowing voice of their terrified mama calling 

down to them from the house. “Olga! Sergei! Get indoors quickly! We’ve just heard, Baba Yaga’s 

black geese have been seen round here.”  

 



Now if you don’t know about Baba Yaga’s three black geese, I’d better tell you. Baba Yaga has three 

dark-winged servants who fly around the world searching for delicious-looking children for Baba Yaga 

to eat. If you ever see them, be sure to hide.  

 

Olga and Sergei came indoors and settled down in their bedroom to read. Now, as you can best 

imagine, on a nice day, it’s very boring to be playing indoors. So when their mama and papa called 

upstairs to say that they were going to the market, the children waited until their horse and cart were 

out of sight, and crept outside to play. 

 

Sure enough, from high in the sky, three black geese looked down to the ground and saw two 

delicious-looking children to eat and swooped down. Grabbing Sergei by the scruff of his neck they 

pulled him high into the sky, and off towards the deep, dark woods. Olga, who’d only managed to 

escape by diving under a prickly bush, knew what she had to do. As quick as she could, she put on her 

best running shoes and set off towards the deep, dark, woods.  

 

She ran like the wind until… in a high, gurgly kind of voice she heard, “Olga! Olga! Olga!”  

“I haven’t got time to stop!” shouted Olga. “I’m in a rush to get to the deep, dark woods to save my 

brother Sergei from Baba Yaga.” But when she looked down to see what had been making this 

peculiar little noise, she saw a tiny, silver fish. The poor thing had been swimming down the river 

when, accidentally, he’d jumped too high and landed on the bank. Being a kind person, Olga bent 

down, picked the fish up in the palm of her hand and gently dropped it back into the river. The fish 

darted to the bottom and popped back up with a present. It was a shell, and the fish said: “As you 

have helped me, so I shall help you. If ever you find yourself in trouble, take this shell, throw it over 

your shoulder and I will come and help you.” “Thanks,” said Olga and she put the shell into her 

pocket and again, set off towards the deep, dark, woods.  

 

She ran like the wind until… in a chirpy, yappy kind of a voice, she heard, “Olga! Olga! Olga!” “I 

haven’t got time to stop!” cried Olga. “I’m in a rush to get to the deep, dark woods to save my 

brother Sergei from Baba Yaga.” But when she looked down to see what had been making this bizarre 

little noise, she saw a very anguished looking squirrel. The poor little thing had been bounding 

around in a field when he’d accidentally put his foot in one of the farmer’s rabbit traps and couldn’t 

get out. Being a kind person, Olga bent down, pulled open the trap and freed the squirrel. The brown, 

furry creature limped his way up the nearest oak tree and came back down with a present. It was an 



acorn, and the squirrel said: “As you have helped me, so I shall help you. If ever you find yourself in 

trouble, take this acorn, throw it over your shoulder and I will come and help you.” “Thanks,” said 

Olga and she put the acorn into her pocket and again, set off towards the deep, dark, woods.  

 

She ran like the wind until… in a squeaky, squally kind of a voice, she heard, “Olga! Olga! Olga!” “I 

haven’t got time to stop!” snapped Olga. “I’m in a rush to get to the deep, dark woods to save my 

brother Sergei from Baba Yaga.” But when she looked down to see what had been making this 

annoying little noise, she saw the tiniest animal of all; a very sad-looking field mouse. Someone had 

been moving stones and boulders to make a wall and had covered up the mouse’s hole. Being a kind 

person, Olga bent down to the boulder, grabbed it with both hands and pushed. The boulder rolled 

away and the tiny mouse gleefully jumped down its hole and came back up with a present. It was a 

stone, and the mouse said: “As you have helped me, so I shall help you. If ever you find yourself in 

trouble, take this stone, throw it over your shoulder and I will come and help you.” “Thanks,” said 

Olga and she put the stone into her pocket and went on until she came to the outskirts of the deep, 

dark, woods. Olga crept into the woods and through the tangled smelly trees. She was, hoping 

against hope, that she could find Baba Yaga’s house in time. 

 

Suddenly, there in a clearing she saw it. But Baba Yaga’s House is no ordinary house. It stands on 

three chicken legs. It moves. And it talks. “Go away!” The house moaned. “Baba Yaga will surely eat 

you.” But Olga knew what she had to do. She climbed up onto one of the legs and pulled herself up 

and into the house. And there she was. Baba Yaga, asleep in her rocking chair, snoring like a troll.  

 

Now, if you don’t know what Baba Yaga looks like, I’d better tell you. Baba Yaga has long white hair 

that comes all the way down to the floor. In it live some of the strangest creatures alive. Sometimes, 

she’ll just pick them out of her hair and crunch on them with her long, red fangs. Her nose is long and 

crooked, with a twist at the end like a helter-skelter. From it drips the most disgusting, green slime. 

She lets it drip into a bucket, and when it’s full she sucks it all up in one big mouthful. Baba Yaga has 

two pointed ears full of fur, rather like a badger’s, only hers are full of treacly wax. She wears a green, 

pointy hat and a long, green cape that hides her long, bony arms and long, bony legs. Now, as you 

know, Baba Yaga likes, more than anything else in the world, to eat children!  

 

Sitting next to Baba Yaga, too scared to move, was Olga’s brother, Sergei. Knowing what she had to 

do, Olga tiptoed right up to Sergei and whispered: “Baba Yaga’s asleep. Come on. We can make our 



escape.” As quietly as they could, the children slid down the legs of Baba Yaga’s house. But Sergei 

was only halfway down when he slipped and crashed to the forest floor with an almighty bang! The 

three black geese, who had been perched on the roof in a deep slumber, woke up and squawked: 

“Baba Yaga! Baba Yaga! Someone’s taking your dinner!” As quick as she could, Baba Yaga jumped to 

her feet and started to chase the children. 

 

With her long, bony arms and her long, bony legs she reached out to grab the children when… Olga 

put her hand in her pocket and pulled out the present from the fish. Taking the shell, she threw it 

over her shoulder and… just like magic, a huge lake appeared. Baba Yaga was stuck on the other side. 

But do you think a lake can stop Baba Yaga? Bending down, she put her mouth right up to the water’s 

edge, and started to slurp. In one humungous mouthful, Baba Yaga drank the whole lake, and with 

her cavernous belly full of water, she started to chase the children again.  

 

With her long, bony arms and her long, bony legs she reached out to grab the children when… Olga 

put her hand in her pocket and pulled out the present from the squirrel. Taking the acorn, she threw 

it over her shoulder and… just like magic, a huge forest appeared, with Baba Yaga stuck on one side 

and the children safe on the other. But do you think a forest can stop Baba Yaga? Opening her 

tremendous jaws she started to eat the trees one by one until she’d devoured the entire forest. With 

her stomach full to bursting point, she started to chase the children again.  

 

With her long, bony arms and her long, bony legs she reached out to grab the children for the final 

time when… Olga put her hand in her pocket and pulled out the present from the mouse. Taking the 

stone, she threw it over her shoulder and… just like magic, a huge mountain appeared, one so big 

that its summit disappeared into the clouds, with Baba Yaga stuck on one side and the children safe 

on the other. Not even Baba Yaga, with a belly full of lake and forest, can eat a mountain this size. 

She had to turn around and walk all the way back to the deep, dark wood, without any children to eat 

for tea. Olga and Sergei ran back home as fast as their legs could carry them and got back inside just 

in time to see mama and papa pulling up in their horse and cart. “Olga! Sergei!” they called. “We’re 

home! We’ve got sugar buns for tea.” Neither their mama or their papa ever got to hear the story of 

what happened to their children that day, but needless to say, whenever Baba Yaga’s black geese 

were seen around those parts, Olga and Sergei stayed indoors with the door firmly shut!   



 Comparison Chart 
 
 

 
 
 

4 things that are the same 4 things that are different 
 
1. 
 
 

 

 
2. 
 

 

 

 
3. 

 
 

 

 
4. 

 
 

 

 
 
 



Character Profile 
 

______________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Witchy Tales 

 



What to do today 
 

 
 
 
1. It’s reading time 
Read the story of Hansel and Gretel.  Talk to someone about the story and 
discuss the Questions about Hansel and Gretel. 
 
2. Correct capitals 
Griselda has written an entry in her diary but, whoops, she has forgotten to 
use capital letters and full stops properly. 
o Read Griselda’s Diary. 
o Put in the full stops where they should be. 
o Circle all the letters that should be capital letters. 

 
3. Let’s get ready for writing  
On Diary Page Paper, write out either Hansel or Gretel's diary recounting 
their adventures in the forest, or the Dad’s diary written when the children 
were away. 
o Make sure you use all the correct language features for diary writing. 

Look again at the Checklist to see what you need to remember. 
o Use the conjunctions because, if and when in your diary entry. 

 
Now try these Fun-Time Extras 
• What would your ideal 'gingerbread' house be made of? Draw it and 

then write sentences about it. Use lots of good describing words in 
your writing (delicious milk chocolate, bright red chewy sweets, etc.) 

• In the story, poor old Hansel is on the menu! What else would a witch 
like to serve up for a meal? Plan her menu! 

 
                                                 
 
 

IMPORTANT! Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are 
happy with what they have to do and with any weblinks or use of the Internet required. 

 



Questions about the Story of Hansel and Gretel 
 
 

o What did you like in the story?  
 

o Was there anything you did not like about the story?  
 

o Was this version of Hansel and Gretel different to other versions 
you know? In what ways? 

 
o What other stories do you know that are a bit like Hansel and 

Gretel? 
 
 
 

  

 
 



Griselda’s Diary 
 

 
 

 
Thursday, March 26th 2020 

 
Dear Diary, 
 
those two naughty children hansel and gretel have 
finally gone  they went into the woods yesterday and i 
hope i do not ever see them again  their dad is very 
sad but i am glad to be rid of them  maybe that nasty 
witch who lives in the forest will catch them  she lives 
in a house made of sweets and cake 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 Diary Features Checklist 
 

 
 

 
Writing or Layout Feature 
 

 

Written in the first person (I woke up 
very early, I ate a huge breakfast) 

 

Written in the past tense, talking about 
things that have already happened (I 
went to school this morning, I worked 
really hard today.) 

 

Recount events in order (I walked 
home and then I watched some TV. 
Later I played a game. 

 

Sometimes begin with the line Dear 
Diary, as if it is being written to an 
actual person 

 

Sometimes have the date at the top of 
the page. 

 

 

because           when          if 

 
  



Diary Page Paper 
 

 
  



My Ideal Gingerbread House 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



A Witch’s Menu 
 

 
Starters 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Main courses 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Puddings. sweets 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Drinks 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 


